
5th Sunday of Lent 22nd March 

 

5th Sunday of Lent 
Theme: Raised from death

If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead 
dwells in you, he who raised Christ Jesus from the 

dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through 
his Spirit who dwells in you.

St Osmund’s will be open for Parish Mass on 
Tuesdays at 10.00am. 

Sunday 22nd March 9.30 am 
Wednesday 25th March - The Annunciation  

Mass 10.00 am 
Saturday 28th March 6.30pm 

Easter Sunday 5th April 9.30am 

Sunday 12th April 9.30am 
Children’s Liturgy  

There is a Children’s Liturgy this Sunday 22nd March
Peace for the people of Ukraine                                                         

We continue to pray earnestly for peace in Ukraine, joining our 
prayers to Our Lady’s Immaculate Heart – may her prayers bring a 
swift end to the conflict, and consolation to the bereaved and to the 

many thousands of refugees.

Baptism 
Mass today is offered for Samuel Bolland, whom 
we welcome into our Catholic family, as he is 
baptised this morning.

Lent Lunches The next Lent Lunch is on   
24th March at St Mary’s.  

This will be raising funds for Darlington Assistance for 
Refugees (whom we supported in Advent, and who spoke at 

the Churches Together A.G.M.).

Cake Sale  for DAR 
 After Mass today 

St. Osmund’s Parish Gainford

FoodBank: The Well:  
46 East Green, West Auckland. DL14 
9HJ. Opening times: Wednesday-Friday 
9am - 3pm                                                                                                     
Items may be left at the Foodbanks 
during their opening times or placed in St. 
Osmund’s Church porch.                                          

Please Pray for:                                                
The sick of the Parish: Nico Human, 
Kate Konig, Patrick Heffernan, Hilary 
Fletcher, Mike Griffiths, Luca Gallucci, 

Pat Aveson and Matthis Klein

Offertory                                                                                                                                                                           
If	you	wish	to	make	your	dona3ons	directly	
to	St.	Osmund’s.	Bank	account	details	are:		
HSBC:	D.H	&	N	Gainford	St.	Osmund’s.	

Account	No.	41164015.																																	
Sort	Code	40-34-18.		

Safeguarding 
The Parish operates in accordance with 
Statutory Safeguarding Guidance and 

Catholic Safeguarding Standards Agency 
(CSSA) and Diocese’s policies and 

procedures at all times. Details of our 
Parish Safeguarding Representative can be 

found on the notice board in the porch 
and the Parish Centre, or alternatively the 

Diocesan Safeguarding Team can be 
contacted on 0191 2433305 or 

at safeguarding@diocesehn.org.uk

Copies of the Northern Catholic 
Calendar, and the Diocesan Ordo 
(list of feasts for each day of the year) 
have arrived and are available at the 
back of church – suggested donation 
£3

St Osmund’s Catholic Church, Gainford
Diocese of Hexham and Newcastle

Parish Priest: Fr. Thomas Mason  e-mail: gainford.stosmund@rcdhn.org.uk                                           
Tel: 01833 631457      Mobile: : 07876 308657

Website: www.stosmunds.co.uk  
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‘I will put my spirit within you, and you shall live.’ 
Thus says the Lord God: Behold, I will open your graves 
and raise you from your graves, O my people. And I will 
bring you into the land of Israel. And you shall know 
that I am the Lord, when I open your graves, and raise 
you from your graves, O my people. And I will put my 
Spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will place you 
in your own land. Then you shall know that I am the 
Lord; I have spoken, and I will do it, declares the Lord.

With the Lord there is mercy, in him is plentiful 
redemption. 
Out of the depths I cry to you, O Lord;
Lord, hear my voice!
O let your ears be attentive
to the sound of my pleadings.

If you, O Lord, should mark iniquities,
Lord, who could stand?
But with you is found forgiveness,
that you may be revered.

I long for you, O Lord,
my soul longs for his word.
My soul awaits the Lord
more than watchmen for daybreak.

More than watchmen for daybreak,
let Israel hope for the Lord.
For with the Lord there is mercy,
in him is plentiful redemption.
It is he who will redeem Israel
from all its iniquities.

‘The Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead 
dwells in you.’ 
Brothers and Sisters: Those who are in the flesh cannot 
please God. You, however, are not in the flesh but in the 
Spirit, if in fact the Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone 
who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong 
to him. But if Christ is in you, although the body is dead 
because of sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. 
If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead 
dwells in you, he who raised Christ Jesus from the dead 
will also give life to your mortal bodies through his Spirit 
who dwells in you.

Glory to you, O Christ, Son of the living God. 
I am the resurrection and the life, says the Lord.
Everyone who believes in me shall never die.
Glory to you, O Christ, Son of the living God. 

‘I am the resurrection and the life.’ 
At that time: A certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, 
the village of Mary and her sister Martha. It was Mary, 
who anointed the Lord with ointment and wiped his 

feet with her hair, whose brother Lazarus was ill. So the 
sisters sent to him, saying, ‘Lord, he whom you love is 
ill.’ But when Jesus heard it he said, ‘This illness does not 
lead to death. It is for the glory of God, so that the Son 
of God may be glorified through it.’
Now Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus. So, 
when he heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days 
longer in the place where he was. Then after this he said 
to the disciples, ‘Let us go to Judea again.’ The disciples 
said to him, ‘Rabbi, the Jews were just now seeking to 
stone you, and are you going there again?’ Jesus 
answered, ‘Are there not twelve hours in the day? If 
anyone walks in the day, he does not stumble, because he 
sees the light of this world. But if anyone walks in the 
night, he stumbles, because the light is not in him.’ After 
saying these things, he said to them, ‘Our friend Lazarus 
has fallen asleep, but I go to awaken him.’ The disciples 
said to him, ‘Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will recover.’ 
Now Jesus had spoken of his death, but they thought 
that he meant taking rest in sleep. Then Jesus told them 
plainly, ‘Lazarus has died, and for your sake I am glad 
that I was not there, so that you may believe. But let us 
go to him.’ So Thomas, called the Twin, said to his fellow 
disciples, ‘Let us also go, that we may die with him.’
Now when Jesus came, he found that Lazarus had 
already been in the tomb four days. Bethany was near 
Jerusalem, about two miles off, and many of the Jews had 
come to Martha and Mary to console them concerning 
their brother. So when Martha heard that Jesus was 
coming, she went and met him, but Mary remained 
seated in the house. Martha said to Jesus, ‘Lord, if you 
had been here, my brother would not have died. But 
even now I know that whatever you ask from God, God 
will give you.’ Jesus said to her, ‘Your brother will rise 
again.’ Martha said to him, ‘I know that he will rise again 
in the resurrection on the last day.’ Jesus said to her, ‘I 
am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in 
me, though he die, yet shall he live, and everyone who 
lives and believes in me shall never die. Do you believe 
this?’ She said to him, ‘Yes, Lord; I believe that you are 
the Christ, the Son of God, who is coming into the 
world.’
When she had said this, she went and called her sister 
Mary, saying in private, ‘The Teacher is here and is 
calling for you.’ And when she heard it, she rose quickly 
and went to him. Now Jesus had not yet come into the 
village, but was still in the place where Martha had met 
him. When the Jews who were with her in the house, 
consoling her, saw Mary rise quickly and go out, they 
followed her, supposing that she was going to the tomb 
to weep there. Now when Mary came to where Jesus was 
and saw him, she fell at his feet, saying to him, ‘Lord, if 
you had been here, my brother would not have died.’ 
When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who had 
come with her also weeping, he was deeply moved in his 
spirit and greatly troubled. And he said, ‘Where have 
you laid him?’ They said to him, ‘Lord, come and see.’ 
Jesus wept. So the Jews said, ‘See how he loved him!’ But 
some of them said, ‘Could not he who opened the eyes 
of the blind man also have kept this man from dying?’

First reading Ezekiel 37: 12-14

Responsorial Psalm 130(129):1-8. R7bc

Second reading Romans 8:8-11

Gospel Acclamation John 11:25a,26

Gospel John 11:1-45
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Then Jesus, deeply moved again, came to the tomb. It 
was a cave, and a stone lay against it. Jesus said, ‘Take 
away the stone.’ Martha, the sister of the dead man, said 
to him, ‘Lord, by this time there will be a smell, for he 
has been dead four days.’ Jesus said to her, ‘Did I not tell 
you that if you believed you would see the glory of God?’ 
So they took away the stone. And Jesus lifted up his eyes 
and said, ‘Father, I thank you that you have heard me. I 
knew that you always hear me, but I said this on account 
of the people standing around, that they may believe 
that you sent me.’ When he had said these things, he 
cried out with a loud voice, ‘Lazarus, come out.’ The 
man who had died came out, his hands and feet bound 
with linen strips, and his face wrapped with a cloth. 
Jesus said to them, ‘Unbind him, and let him go.’
Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary 
and had seen what he did, believed in him.
Copyright: The readings are from the Jerusalem Bible published by 
Darton, Longman & Todd, Ltd 2019

Feast Days this week 
Monday 23rd March: St Turibus of Mongrovejo
Wednesday 25th March: The Annunciation of the 
Lord

The Cycle of Prayer 
Candidates for the Sacraments 
especially on the Sundays of Lent
Background 
For those preparing to be initiated into the Church at 
Easter, Lent marks the final stage of preparation, the 
period of Purification and Enlightenment. It begins with 
the Rite of Election on the First Sunday of Lent. During 

the season of Lent the Scrutinies are celebrated on the 
3rd, 4th and 5th Sundays in preparation for Baptism, 
Confirmation and Eucharist at the Easter Vigil. Many 
parishes will also receive candidates for Reception into 
the Church.
“The people of God, as represented by the local Church, 
should understand and show by their concern that the 
initiation of adults is the responsibility of all the 
baptised.”
“During Lent, the period of purification and 
enlightenment, the faithful should take care to 
participate in the rites of the scrutinies and 
presentations and give the elect the example of their 
own renewal in the spirit of penance, faith, and charity. 
At the Easter Vigil, they should attach great importance 
to renewing their own baptismal promises.” RCIA 9
The celebration of other Sacraments, such as 
Confirmation and First Holy Communion, will often 
take place within the Easter season so that candidates 
for these Sacraments will also be preparing in Lent. 
These candidates should also be remembered in the 
prayers of the community.

Prayer
Father of love and power, 

it is your will to establish everything in Christ 
and to draw us into his all-embracing love.

Guide the elect of your Church: 
strengthen them in their vocation, 

build them into the kingdom of your Son, 
and seal them with the Spirit of your promise.

Rite of Christian Initiation of AdultsRoman Missal (adapted) 

Living life to the full
It seems a bit strange to have this gospel on the Fifth Sunday of Lent. It seems to be clearly about the resurrection 
and yet we are still plodding through Lent and have to get through Good Friday before we get to Easter. What’s 
going on; have the Church’s liturgical engineers got it all wrong? Can I suggest that this text is more about death 
than resurrection? After all, Lazarus isn’t walking around today; he had to undergo another death. This text is 
more about our life and death here and now rather than about the resurrection. We will have time enough to 
consider the resurrection when we get to Easter Sunday and the weeks of celebration afterwards.
In his Spiritual Exercises St Ignatius Loyola suggests that when reading a particular Gospel passage we should put 
ourselves in the place of each character in turn and use our imagination to see how we would feel in those 
circumstances. This can be a most revealing exercise. How about putting myself in the place of Lazarus? I am dead 
to everything and then I hear a voice: ‘Come out, Lazarus.’ There I am, lying in a tomb swathed in bandages and 
surrounded by darkness. If we wonder how we would feel in this situation, the answer would be different for 
everyone but I think many might say: Thanks Lord, but I’d prefer to stay where I am.
While attempting to put ourselves imaginatively in Lazarus’s place we might become aware of how tomb-like our 
present way of life is, and rekindle a longing for freedom which has perhaps been buried for years. Putting 
ourselves into the place of a character from scripture can awake all kinds of thoughts within us and lead us to turn 
to God in prayer with new words on our lips. Yet it is something so simple that we are surprised that we never 
thought about it ourselves. This Gospel features here in Lent to help us come to live life to the full; for often it is 
only in the face of death that we are shocked into this realisation. This can happen to us in all sorts of ways on the 
occasion of a loss or bereavement. It is amazing how often it takes overcoming a negative experience to make us 
realise afresh how much there is that is truly positive and makes life worth living. associationofcatholic priests.ie
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Lady Day, the Annunciation of the Lord 
There are relatively few weekday celebrations at the moment, usually Saints are celebrated on the day of their death 
(i.e., their heavenly birthday), but the Church tries to keep Lent clear of other elements. This Wednesday, however, we 
meet a celebration which is both far too important to ignore as well as impossible to even think about moving – the 
Annunciation. This is the feast which celebrates the moment when Gabriel brought the message of Christ to Our Lady, 
and therefore the moment of the Incarnation. It doesn’t take an extraordinary knowledge of biology to know that this 
is going to be nine months before Christmas when we celebrate Christ’s birth.
The story of the Annunciation is well known to us all with the biblical account (Luke 1:26ff) being read as part of 
Christmas celebrations each year. At that moment the whole plan of our salvation paused while Our Lady gave her 
response. Due his foreknowledge, God was aware that she would consent to the conception of Christ in her womb, but 
in time there was a moment however brief when everything hung in the balance. We all now know that she did consent, 
and everything else could follow from her profound words ‘be it unto my according to your word.’
As well as being familiar from the biblical story, it has long been a subject of sacred art with numerous images having 
been produced of the Archangel approaching Our Lady; often with the dove descending on her to symbolise the Holy 
Spirit coming down.
The historical fact of the Annunciation has always been held; however, the pattern of feasts through the year took some 
time to develop. We do not know the precise history of the feast as they are too early for clear evidence to have 
survived. By the sixth century it was well established, being celebrated throughout the whole Church, for that degree of 
observance it must have begun long before then. It appears that the date is not derived from that of Christmas, but 
rather the other way round.
By around the year 200 it was reckoned that the date for the crucifixion was 25 March, finding this date involves 
matching together the lunar calendar used by Jews (and therefore used to date the Passover) with the solar calendar 
used by the Roman (and passed on to us). At this time there was a widely held belief that great figures had a certain 
perfection of life by living for a precise number of years – unsurprisingly this view was applied to Christ and if he died 
on 25 March he had to begin his life on 25 March. This leads naturally to the date of Christmas on 25 December, it also 
ties into the feast of the Nativity of S. John the Baptist on 24 June (six months before Christ’s birth, in line with S. 
Luke’s Gospel).
This feast naturally became one of the most important, it marks the beginning of Christ’s work on earth, the moment 
when God and man were united in Christ. With the move to date years from the coming of Christ, it was also a 
widespread choice for new years day. England kept this practice until 1752, indeed there is still a remnant with the tax 
year beginning on 5 April which was the equivalent to 25 March when we switched to the Gregorian calendar. S. John 
Paul II called for it to be marked as a day for the unborn, as it marked that phase in Christ’s life when he was fully 
human but not yet born.
As we keep this feast, we recall the great work of Christ in coming to be among us. We recall too Our Lady’s response 
to the invitation to bear the Son, and we seek to imitate her in always saying ‘yes’ to God’s plans. – Fr. Thomas. 

Diocesan Pastoral Strategy  
As part of the consultation towards the Diocesan Pastoral Strategy, we at St Osmund’s along with 
each parish of the diocese are being asked to reflect and report back on ‘What is going well?’ and 
‘Where are the challenges?’  We are asked to consider the five areas set out on the sheets 
distributed after Mass today. There are some prompts to aid us.  
Please take time to reflect and pass on your views – all are important. You may respond by: 

·      Writing down your comments and placing them in the box at the back of Church. (A sheet at 
the end of this document is provided for anyone who may find this helpful) 

·      Placing a Post-It note on the board at the back of Church 

·      Sending replies by email to: stosmundsfuture@gmail.com 

There will be an Open Meeting in the Parish Centre after Mass on Sunday 12th April to 
share views 

Best wishes  for  a safe , happy and healthy week ahead
St. Osmund’s Parish Gainford
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