Divine Mercy Sunday

St Osmund’s Catholic Church, Gainford

Diocese of Hexham and Newcastle

Parish Priest: Fr. Thomas Mason e-mail: gainford.stosmund@rcdbn.org.uk
Tel: 01833 631457 Mobile: : 07876 308657
Website: www.stosmunds.co.uk

Hogarth Partnership

St Anne, St Augustine, St Mary, St Osmund, Holy Family, St Teresa, St Thomas Aquinas, S William & Francis De Sale

FoodBank: The Well:

46 East Green, West Auckland. DL14
9H]J. Opening times: Wednesday-Friday
9am - 3pm

Items may be left at the Foodbanks
during their opening times or placed in St.
Osmund’s Church porch.

Please Pray for:
The sick of the Parish: Nico Human,
Kate Konig, Patrick Heffernan, Hilary
Fletcher, Mike Griffiths, Luca Gallucci,
Pat Aveson and Matthis Klein

Offertory
If you wish to make your donations directly
to St. Osmund’s. Bank account details are:
HSBC: D.H & N Gainford St. Osmund’s.
Account No. 41164015.
Sort Code 40-34-18.

Safeguarding
The Parish operates in accordance with
Statutory Safeguarding Guidance and
Catholic Safeguarding Standards Agency
(CSSA) and Diocese’s policies and
procedures at all times. Details of our
Parish Safeguarding Representative can be
found on the notice board in the porch
and the Parish Centre, or alternatively the
Diocesan Safeguarding Team can be
contacted on 0101 2433305 oOr
at safeguarding@diocesehn.org.uk

Copies of the Northern Catholic
Calendar, and the Diocesan Ordo
(list of feasts for each day of the year)
have arrived and are available at the
back of church — suggested donation
£3
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2nd Sunday of Easter

St Osmund’s will be open for Parish Mass on
Tuesdays at 10.00am.
Sunday 12th April 9.30am
Saturday 18th April 6.30pm
Sunday 26th April 9.30am
Saturday 3rd May 6.30pm

&

Children’s Liturgy
There is a Children’s Liturgy on Sunday
26th April

Peace for the people of Ukraine
We continue to pray earnestly for peace in Ukraine, joining our

prayers to Our Lady’s Immaculate Heart — may her prayers bring a

swift end to the conflict, and consolation to the bereaved and to the

many thousands of refugees.

Diocesan Pastoral Strategy
As part of the consultation towards the Diocesan Pastoral Strategy;
we at St Osmund’s along with each parish of the diocese are being
asked to reflect and report back on “What is going well?” and “Where
are the challenges?” We are asked to consider the five areas set out
on the sheets distributed after Mass today. There are some prompts
to aid us.
Please take time to reflect and pass on your views — all are
important. You may respond by:

Writing down your comments and placing them in the box at
the back of Church. (A sheet at the end of this document is
provided for anyone who may find this helpful)

Placing a Post-It note on the board at the back of Church

Sending replies by email to: stosmundsfuture@gmail.com

There will be an Open Meeting in the Parish
Centre after Mass today Sunday 12th April to share

views
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First reading Acts 2:42-47
‘All who believed were together and had all things

in common.’

The believers devoted themselves to the Apostles’
teaching and the fellowship, to the breaking of bread
and the prayers. And awe came upon every soul, and
many wonders and signs were being done through the
Apostles. And all who believed were together and had all
things in common. And they were selling their
possessions and belongings and distributing the
proceeds to all, as any had need. And day by day,
attending the Temple together and breaking bread in
their homes, they shared their food with glad and
generous hearts, praising God and having favour with all
the people. And the Lord added to their number day by
day those who were being saved.

Responsorial Psalm 118(117):2-4, 13-15, 22-24. R1

Give praise to the Lord, for he is good,
his mercy endures for ever.

Let the house of Israel say,

‘His mercy endures for ever.’

Let the house of Aaron say,

‘His mercy endures for ever.’

Let those who fear the Lord say,

‘His mercy endures for ever.’

They pushed me, pushed me hard to knock me down,
but the Lord was my helper.

The Lord is my strength and my song;

he was my saviour.

There are shouts of joy and salvation

in the tents of the righteous.

The stone that the builders rejected
has become the cornerstone.

By the Lord has this been done,

a marvel in our eyes.

This is the day the Lord has made;
let us rejoice in it and be glad.

Second reading 1 Peter 1:3-9

‘He has caused us to be born again to a living hope
through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.’
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ!
According to his great mercy, he has caused us to be
born again to a living hope through the resurrection of
Jesus Christ from the dead, to an inheritance that is
imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven
for you, who by God’s power are being guarded through
faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.
In this you rejoice, though now for a little while, if
necessary, you have been grieved by various trials, so that
the tested genuineness of your faith — more precious
than gold that perishes though it is tested by fire —
may be found to result in praise and glory and honour at
the revelation of Jesus Christ. Though you have not seen
him, you love him. Though you do not now see him, you
believe in him and rejoice with joy that is inexpressible
and filled with glory, obtaining the outcomes of your
faith, the salvation of your souls.
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Sequence

Victimae Paschali Laudes
Christians, to the Paschal Victim
offer sacrifice and praise.
The sheep are ransomed by the Lamb;
and Christ, the undefiled,
hath sinners to his Father reconciled.
Death with life contended:
combat strangely ended!
Life’s own Champion, slain,
yet lives to reign.
Tell us, Mary:
say what thou didst see
upon the way:
The tomb the Living did enclose;
I saw Christ’s glory as he rose!
The angels there attesting;
shroud with grave-clothes resting.
Christ, my hope, has risen:
he goes before you into Galilee.
That Christ is truly risen
from the dead we know.
Victorious king, thy mercy show!

Gospel Acclamation John 20:29

Alleluia, alleluia.
You believed, Thomas, because you have seen me, says
the Lord. Blessed are those who have not seen and yet

have believed. Alleluia.

Gospel John 20:19-31

Eight days later, Jesus came.

On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the
doors being locked where the disciples were for fear of
the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said to
them, ‘Peace be with you.” When he had said this, he
showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples
were glad when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them
again, ‘Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me,
even so I am sending you.” And when he had said this, he
breathed on them and said to them, ‘Receive the Holy
Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven
them; if you withhold forgiveness from any, it is
withheld.’

Now Thomas, one of the Twelve, called the Twin,
was not with them when Jesus came. So the other
disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord’. But he said
to them, ‘Unless I see in his hands the mark of the nails,
and place my finger into the mark of the nails, and place
my hand into his side, I will never believe.’

Eight days later, his disciples were inside again, and
Thomas was with them. Although the doors were
locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said,
‘Peace be with you.’ Then he said to Thomas, ‘Put your
finger here, and see my hands; and put out your hand,
and place it in my side. Do not disbelieve, but believe.’
Thomas answered him, ‘My Lord and my God! Jesus
said to him, ‘Have you believed because you have seen
me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have
believed.’
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Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the “This is a time for the community and the
disciples, which are not written in this book; but these neophytes together to grow in deepening their

are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the grasp of the paschal mystery and in making it part
Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may of their lives through meditation on the Gospel,

have life in his name. : , sharing in the eucharist, and in doing works of
Copyright: The readings are from the Jerusalem Bible published . T
charity.” RCIA 234

by Darton, Longman & Todd, Ltd 2019

. Prayer
Feast days this erek ) Fatber, you give your Church
Monday 13th April: St Martin I constant growth by adding new members
Cycle of Prayer to your family. .
New Members of the Church Help us put into action in our lives
Background the baptism we have recerved in faith

. . Roman Missal
The Easter Season is therefore the time for post- © 188

baptismal catechesis or 'mystagogy' with the newly
baptised or 'neophytes'.

Helped by a doubting apostle

The expression “Doubting Thomas” comes from this remarkable Easter story. The apostle Thomas, one of Jesus’s
inner circle, was slow to believe in the resurrection. He demanded concrete evidence before be could believe that the
risen_fesus bad appeared to his fellow apostles. His story offers some comfort to those of us who are always nagged
by doubts. With the memory of our Lords crucifixion fresh in their bearts, the nervous disciples had locked the
doors of their meeting room.

They bad locked themselves for fear of Jewish reprisals. They were afraid that what was done to fFesus could be
done to them. The turning point came when Jesus appeared among them and breathed the Holy Spirit into them,
filling them with new purpose. “As the Father sent me, so am I sending you.” In the power of the Spirit they left
their self-imposed prison, to go out and spread the message of Jesus. In today’s reading from Acts St Luke shows
them witnessing to the resurrection both in word and by the quality of their living.

Some people who cannot believe profess to envy those who do. They would like to experience the certainty of
believers and share the faith of their parents. And indeed, most ordinary mortals have moments of doubt during
our spiritual journey. Thomas’s recovery from his doubts offers a valuable insight into God'’s mercy and kindness.

Are we sometimes like those disciples, indecisive, inactive, unwilling to promote the faith. The ‘slings and arrows
of outrageous fortune” have dented our confidence. Are we tempted to abandon our faith journey, unable to see a
way forward? Our past failures make us besitant to try again. Today’s gospel offers a solution. The Lord himself
has power to revive our courage and our faith. No locked doors, nor even locked bearts, can keep him out.

At first, Thomas refused to believe that the others had seen him. He demanded definite and demonstrable, tangible
proof- Jesus gave bim the proof he needed. “Put your finger here,” be said, ‘and feel my wounds.” He forgives our
fears and doubts too, and offers us a fresh start. We need to say in our turn, “My Lord and my God.

Today we meet with the risen Christ, just as St Thomas did. Sharing in the Eucharist is our statement of loyalty,
our act of personal and shared faith. In praying the Eucharist together we help each others faith and strengthen
our Christian community. It was because the members of the early Church in_Jerusalem met in public for prayer
and seemed such a joyful little community, that so many others came to believe and the church grew steadily in

those early, Spirit-filled days.

No-one else can do our believing for us. Eventually Thomas came to believe in the resurrection, when he saw the
risen_fesus with bis own eyes. The story ends with a message for all who have recerved the gift of faith: ‘Happy are
those who have not seen and yet believe.” Our faith is a gift from God. But it is not an inert gift that can we lock
away like some precious beirloom. It is a living gift that needs nurturing, to grow and mature. Like other life-
forms, faith can wither from neglect. We need to pray about it, think about it, and express it in actions arising from
love. This does not mean that we will never have any doubts. But if like Thomas we continue seeking, we too will
come into the presence of Jesus and say “My Lord and my God!”  associationofcatholic priests.ie
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A Just War

As we see yet another war developing on the news, with the inevitable death and destruction, we naturally desire peace
and we join with Pope Leo and many other Christian leaders in praying for peace. It is worth reflecting on the Catholic
tradition of the just war, so that we can see whether or not these principles apply in any given case.

In the early years of the Church there was comparatively little reflection on this area; where Christianity is under
persecution commentary on politics is unlikely to lead to change in policy. After the peace of the Church we start to see
quite a rapid grappling with the issues involved. If we seek to follow a man the Scripture calls ‘the Prince of Peace’, how
can we have anything to do with armed conflict? The outcome of this is the understanding of the just war tradition. It
is worth noting that this is not universally held, and there is an honourable tradition of pacifism.

The reflection begins with the idea of self-defence. If one is attacked in the street, then one can legitimately use force
to prevent harm. A sense of community also adds that one can intervene if one sees somebody else being attacked.
Ultimately, this leads to the police power, by which the state empowers certain agents to work to ensure peace within a
country. But the use of violence is never seen as desirable, if a potential attacker sees a policeman and changes his mind,
that’s a better outcome than having to use force to pull him away from an innocent he is seeking to rob. The same idea
is extended to the community of nations. A country can defend itself if attacked.

All of these reflections were undertaken with a significant amount of caution and care to ensure that we don’t simply
fall into accepting a world where violence is part of how things are; or where we excuse violence when it’s committed by
‘our side’. These reflections produced two sides to the situation — the first is that the beginning of the war has to be
justified, the second is that once entered into the conduct of the war has to be just.

The Catechism (2309) notes criteria which have to be met before even fighting a defensive war could be considered just:
the damage by the aggressor must be lasting, grave and certain; all other means have been shown to be impractical or
ineffective; there is a serious prospect of success; and the conflict must not produce greater evils than are being
opposed. It also notes that even when war has broken out, the moral law still applies; this leads to the principle of
discrimination — that a careful distinction needs to be made between those who are fighting and the wider population.
It refers to attacks which destroy entire cities of areas as a ‘crime against God and man’ (citing Vatican II). It is also
clear that any war must be defensive in nature, we cannot go out simply to seek glory, wealth, or power through warfare;
though this conception of defence can apply to assisting another country.

The concept of the just war all sits under the central point that war is a result of sin, and that war is never a good thing,.
The greatest effort is to be made to avoid war in the first place, and to bring it to an end — whilst acknowledging that
there are circumstances where it is the only reasonable course of action.

With regard to the present conflict in Iran, Pope Leo has condemned the threats to the entire country as unjust.
Similarly Pope Francis spoke of the attacks on Gaza, and the Russian invasion of Ukraine as unjust. For our part, surely
our best response is prayer for peace; and for true and deep peace, not merely a temporary end of open conflict. Our
aim is the prophecy of Isaiah that “they shall beat their swords into ploughshares, and their spears into pruning hooks;
nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war anymore. - Fr.Thomas.

Letter to the parishioners of St Osmund’s and St Mary’s Gainford from DAR
It was lovely to see you and some of your group at the Lentan lunch last week.

I deposited the money donated by the 2 churches last week. It was a substantial amount and will go a long way to
helping a family settle into a new home. We are extremely grateful. Please can you pass this message on to the good
people at St Mary's as well as St Osmunds.

I have attached a poster for our quiz night on 25 April.

Tickets are selling quickly so if any of you would like to join us please make sure you buy tickets soon.

Many thanks once again.

Fran Wood
Volunteer
DAR
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