11th Sunday of Ordinary Time

14th June

St Osmund’s Catholic Church, Gainford

Diocese of Hexham and Newcastle

Parish Priest: Fr. Thomas Mason e-mail: gainford.stosmund@rcdbn.org.uk

Tel: 01833 631457 Mobile: : 07876 308657
Website: www.stosmunds.co.uk

Hogarth Partnership

St Anne, St Augustine, St Mary, St Osmund, Holy Family, St Teresa, St Thomas Aquinas, S William & Francis De Sale

FoodBank: The Well:

46 East Green, West Auckland. DL14
9H]J. Opening times: Wednesday-Friday
9am - 3pm

Items may be left at the Foodbanks
during their opening times or placed in St.
Osmund’s Church porch.

Please Pray for:
The sick of the Parish: Nico Human,
Kate Konig, Patrick Heffernan, Hilary
Fletcher, Mike Griffiths, Luca Gallucci,
Pat Aveson and Matthis Klein
Offertory
If you wish to make your donations directly
to St. Osmund’s. Bank account details are:
HSBC: D.H & N Gainford St. Osmund’s.
Account No. 41164015.
Sort Code 40-34-18.
Make Your Giving Go Further with
Gift Aid!

Did you know that if you're a UK
taxpayer, your donations to the parish can
go even further at no extra cost to you?
With Gift Aid, the government adds 25%
to your gift, helping us support our
church, ministries, and community
projects even more!

Sign up today by contacting your local
parish Gift Aid Organiser or visit https://
forms.office.com/e/BrxQTPnn3a?
origin=lprLink

Together, we can strengthen our parish
and continue our mission to serve God
and our community. Thank you for your
generosity!

Safeguarding
The Parish operates in accordance with
Statutory Safeguarding Guidance and
Catholic Safeguarding Standards Agency
(CSSA) and Diocese’s policies and
procedures at all times. Details of our
Parish Safeguarding Representative can be
found on the notice board in the porch

St. Osmund’s Parish Gainford

June: Dedicated to the Sacred Heart

11th Sunday of Ordinary Time

Theme: Spread the Good News
“The kingdom of heaven is at hand.” - You received without paying; give

without pay.’
St Osmund’s will be open for Parish Mass each
Tuesdays at 10.00am.

Sunday 14th June 9.30am
Saturday 20th June 6.30pm
Sunday 28th June
Saturday 3rd July 6.30pm

Children’s Liturgy
There will be a Children’s Liturgy on
Sunday 14th June

Peace for the people of Ukraine
We continue to pray earnestly for peace in Ukraine, joining our prayers
to Our Ladys Immaculate Heart —may her prayers bring a swift end to
the conflict, and consolation to the bereaved and to the many thousands
of refugees.

First Holy Communion

We remember in our prayers Katey and Rosie

who attend St Osmund’s and Gabriella,
Margaret and Raphael from St Mary’s who
made their First Holy Communion at Barnard
Castle last week - Congratulations

Diocesan Pastoral Strategy

Thank you to everybody who contributed to the Diocesan
Pastoral Strategy. The next steps for reflection at the
partnership level, have begun to take place. The parish
response to the strategy can be found on the parish website
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11th Sunday of Ordinary Time
First reading Exodus 19:2-6

“You shall be to me a kingdom of priests and a holy
nation.’

In those days: The people of Israel came into the
wilderness of Sinai, and they encamped in the
wilderness. There Israel encamped before the mountain,
while Moses went up to God. The Lord called to him
out of the mountain, saying, “Thus you shall say to the
house of Jacob, and tell the people of Israel: “You
yourselves have seen what I did to the Egyptians, and
how I bore you on eagles’ wings and brought you to
myself. Now therefore, if you will indeed obey my voice
and keep my covenant, you shall be my treasured
possession among all peoples, for all the earth is mine;
and you shall be to me a kingdom of priests and a holy
nation.” ’

Responsorial Psalm 100(99): 1-3,5 R3

We are his people, the sheep of his flock.
Cry out with joy to the Lord, all the earth.
Serve the Lord with gladness.

Come before him, singing for joy.

Know that he, the Lord, is God.
He made us; we belong to him.
We are his people, the sheep of his flock.

Indeed, how good is the Lord,
eternal his merciful love.
He is faithful from age to age.

Second reading Romans 5: 6-11

‘If we were reconciled by the death of the Son,
much more shall we be saved by his life.’

Brothers and Sisters: While we were still weak, at the
right time Christ died for the ungodly. For one will
scarcely die for a righteous person — though perhaps
for a good person one would dare even to die — but
God shows his love for us in that while we were still
sinners, Christ died for us. Since, therefore, we have now
been justified by his blood, much more shall we be saved
by him from the wrath of God. For if while we were
enemies we were reconciled to God by the death of his
Son, much more, now that we are reconciled, shall we be
saved by his life. More than that, we also rejoice in God
through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have
now received reconciliation.

Gospel Acclamation Mark 1:15

Alleluia, alleluia.
The kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe in

the gospel.
Alleluia.
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14th June
Gospel Matthew 9: 36-10:8

‘Jesus called to him his twelve disciples and sent
them out.’

At that time: When Jesus saw the crowds, he had
compassion for them, because they were harassed and
helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. Then he said to
his disciples, “The harvest is plentiful, but the labourers
are few; therefore pray earnestly to the Lord of the
harvest to send out labourers into his harvest.’

And he called to him his twelve disciples and gave them
authority over unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to
heal every disease and every affliction. The names of the
twelve Apostles are these: first, Simon, who is called
Peter, and Andrew his brother; James the son of
Zebedee, and John his brother; Philip and Bartholomew;
Thomas and Matthew the tax collector; James the son of
Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus; Simon the Zealot, and Judas
Iscariot, who betrayed him.

These twelve Jesus sent out, instructing them, ‘Go
nowhere among the Gentiles and enter no town of the
Samaritans, but go rather to the lost sheep of the house
of Israel. And proclaim as you go, saying, “The kingdom
of heaven is at hand.” Heal the sick, raise the dead,
cleanse lepers, cast out demons. You received without
paying; give without pay.’

Copyright: The readings are from the Jerusalem Bible published
by Darton, Longman & Todd, Ltd 2019

Feast days this week

Tuesday 16th June: St Richard of Chichester
Friday 19th June: St Romuld

Saturday 13th June: Sts Alban, Julias and Aaron

Cycle of Prayer
Human Life
especially on the Day for Life (3rd Sunday in June)
Background
The origins of the Day for Life are found in St John Paul
IT's encyclical Evangelium Vitae. Preparation for the day
is shared with the Bishops' Conferences of Ireland and
of Scotland — though each marks the day on a different
date. Since its inception it has focussed on a wide range
of life issues.
Prayer
O God, our past and future hope,
to you a thousand years are like yesterday,
come and gone.
Teach us to see the world through your eyes,
to recognise the faults of the past,
and, however dimly, to see the future with hope.
Let us seek out the places of burt
where we can offer your love and compassion.
Find the places of darkness and despair
where your mercy can bring light and comfort.
May we be heralds of a new world
where every buman life is treated with dignity,

where all can live and have abundant life.
Day for Life 2017 Roman Missal



11th Sunday of Ordinary Time 14th June
Mission and reconciliation

Mission and reconciliation are prominent topics in the readings. The people of the Old Covenant received their
mission through Moses. We, the people of the New Covenant receive our mission through Fesus. What is our
mission? We are commissioned and sent to proclaim loud and clear to all and sundry that the kingdom of God has
come.

The gospel passage reminds us that Jesus chooses some of his disciples for specific tasks. That is not to say that the
others bave nothing to do. The whole Church is missionary. Each of the baptised is duty bound to spread the Gospel
to the best of his or ber ability. There are many ways of doing that. But the basic and most important contribution
which we can make is to live a deep Christian life.

Before considering whether or not we are doing anything to spread the Gospel we might consider our attitude
towards the project. Do we think about the matter? Jesus sent the apostles because be had compassion on the
crowds. There are millions who have never beard of Christ. How does that fact impinge upon us? Do we regard it
Just as a fact or do we accept it as a challenge? Do we in any way share Christ’s compassion and give expression to
112 St Jobn Chrysostom wrote: “Nothing is colder than a Christian who does not care for the salvation of others.”
Today’ gospel may well be a call to us to break out of our little ice cubes.

The barvest is the Lord’s. God will provide but he must be asked to do so. God sends workers in answer to prayer.
That was the first thing Jesus told the disciples. Work without prayer will be fruitless. Paul was aware of that. In
his letters be often asks for prayers that God would bless his missionary work. St. Thérése of Lisieux was an
enclosed contemplative nun. Her short religious life was spent in prayer, housebold chores and penance. She offered
ber life and prayer for the missions. After ber death she was proclaimed Patroness of the Foreign Missions. A
strange choice at first sight. Yet a powerful reminder that they also serve who “only” kneel and pray. A reminder too
that one way of fulfilling our obligation to spread the Gospel is by remembering the missionary work of the
Church in our daily personal prayer. Many generous people are prevented by circumstances from engaging in
missionary work. There is nothing to prevent people from praying for the spread of the Gospel. Indifference to the
salvation of others is an unacceptable excuse for not doing so.

Jesus gave the apostles power over evil spirits. He gave them power to heal. The exercise of those powers was to be
a clear sign that announced the presence of the kingdom. Satan was being challenged and defeated. The apostles
worked many miracles. In our day the miracles may not be as frequent or as evident but the power s there in the
Church. Every Christian is called upon to be an influence for good in society. The presence of the kingdom is
announced, Christs mission is continued and extended when we bring the compassion of Jesus into the lives of
others. Through our ordinary daily contacts with people especially with the lonely and rejects we can and ought to
be instruments of acceptance, reconciliation and healing. We don’t have to go on the foreign missions in order to do
that. For most Christians the home, the parish, the work-place are the mission territories where they have to
spread the Gospel message as best they can.

When the buman race turned aside from from God, God did an extraordinary thing. On his own initiative,
motivated by sheer love, be sent his only Son to die for us. The death of Jesus achieved our reconciliation. We are
now friends of God. Paul exults in this. We have proof of Gods love for us. He urges us to cast doubts aside. Now
we bhave firm grounds for hoping that God will find us righteous in bis sight. Like Paul, we too have a mission. We
are to be ‘ambassadors for Christ.” Ambassadors ought to be builders of what they announce. We joyfully announce
reconciliation. That involves consistently belping our sisters and brothers by our good example to be reconciled to
God and to one another. associationofcatholicpriests.ie
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1rth Sunday of Ordinary Time 14th June
Delving into the Scriptures - Psalms

Among the books of the Bible, the book of Psalms stands out. It is the longest, by a large margin, but also is incredibly
wide-ranging covering a whole array of different situations rather than being a single narrative. It has also been used by
the Church in a very different manner than the other 72 books. Given this variety of material, it has been referred to as
the ‘canon within the canon’ —i.e., that across the 150 psalms there is the whole of the faith in various different ways.

The starting point of looking at Psalms is to note that it isn’t really a single book in the way that the others are, rather
it’s a compilation of individual texts. Those texts are incredibly varied, but also complement each other — this variety
makes them particularly useful for meditation and reflection. There are psalms for pretty much every part of life — some
are mighty hymns to be sung together, other quiet individual reflections, they cover moments of joy, of sorrow; of anger.

Traditionally they were ascribed to King David, this is not the case for all of the psalms (e.g., some speak of the exile to
Babylon which took place long after his death); however, it is entirely possible that he was the author of some. It’s also
very likely that some were composed orally and remembered for a few generations by being sung, only being written
down years later. As with a number of Old Testament texts, the antiquity means that there is no real means of
identifying what was written when and by whom; various theories have been put forward, but they can never really rise
above the level of speculation.

You may have noticed that sometimes a reference to a psalm is given with two different numbers, e.g. the famous
Miserere Mei might be numbered as Psalm 50 (51). This reflects the Greek and Hebrew traditions; the Septuagint treats
Psalms 9 and 10 as one, whereas the Hebrew has them separately; therefore the Greek tradition has most psalms one
earlier. Then at the end of the book, the Septuagint divides Psalm 147, so both keep the same number. The origin of this
is unclear, as is whether one or ‘more authentic’ than the other. Both styles preserve the same texts, it’s only the
number which varies.

As mentioned above, there is a great variety among the psalms. There are a few which are long poetic retelling of the
story of God’s care for his people — these would have helped people to remember God’s faithfulness, especially in
bringing his people out of Egypt and into the promised land (135/136 being an excellent example), whilst also giving
praise to God. Several of them appear to have been used ceremonially, e.g., the Gradual Psalms (119/120-133-134) were
sung by pilgrims ascending to Jerusalem. Some speak of the role of the King, and were probably used as part of royal
ceremonial — here it is worth noting that Psalm 20 (21) is sung during during our own coronation service, including in
2023. Others are far more personal, Psalm 50 (51) is an intense plea for mercy and forgiveness, traditionally thought to
have been written by King David when he was reprimanded over his adultery with Bathsheba. Psalm 129 (130) begins in
a moment of intense personal desolation, but through its meditation ends up with the exultant ending ‘He shall redeem
Israel from all his sins.’

As mentioned above, the psalms have been used differently by the Church than the rest of the Bible. Next week, we
will explore both how they have been used theologically, but also liturgically and in prayer. In the mean time, it’s worth
saying that they make an excellent basis for our own prayer and reflection, so do feel free to open a Bible and pray
through a psalm or two in your own prayers. — Fr. Thomas.

SVP Camp — Holy Island
Calling all young adults 18+. Do you have a week to spare

Diocesan Pilgrimage to Rome and Assisi to spend on Lindisfarne this Summer helping out at the

Led by Bishop Stephen Holy Island SVP Camp? Volunteers are needed to work
22nd — 29th October 2027 alongside the children who stay in the SVP purpose-
£1725 per person built centre on the island. Weeks, 3, 5 and 6 of the
Places are limited to 50 pilgrims and places are Summer have 60 children ready to have a great time
allocated on a first come first served basis with rock pooling, walking, arts and crafting and enjoying

outdoor activities but we need more helpers to ensure
they have the best time!
Week 3 Sat 1st August - 8th August
*  Week 5 Sat 15th August - 22nd August
*  Week 6 Sat 22nd - 29th August
If you are interested have a look at the website https://

svp.org.uk/microsite/ozanam-camp or email Barbara
Taws barbarat@svp.org.uk

payment of the deposit securing your place.
The itinerary and booking details can be found on
the diocesan website (www.diocesehn.org.uk ) or
alternatively via the parish office.

Second collection there will be a second collection today for the Lay Training Fund. Next week there will
be a second collection of the Day for Life.

Best wishes for a happy and healthy week ahead ﬁ
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