Sts Peter and Paul

28th June

St Osmund’s Catholic Church, Gainford

Diocese of Hexham and Newcastle

Parish Priest: Fr. Thomas Mason e-mail: gainford.stosmund@rcdbn.org.uk
Tel: 01833 631457 Mobile: : 07876 308657
Website: www.stosmunds.co.uk

Hogarth Partnership

St Anne, St Augustine, St Mary, St Osmund, Holy Family, St Teresa, St Thomas Aquinas, S William & Francis De Sale

FoodBank: The Well:

46 East Green, West Auckland. DL14
9H]J. Opening times: Wednesday-Friday
9am - 3pm

Items may be left at the Foodbanks

during their opening times or placed in St.

Osmund’s Church porch.
Please Pray for:
The sick of the Parish: Nico Human,
Kate Konig, Patrick Hefternan, Hilary
Fletcher, Mike Griffiths, Luca Gallucci,
Pat Aveson and Matthis Klein
Offertory
If you wish to make your donations directly
to St. Osmund’s. Bank account details are:
HSBC: D.H & N Gainford St. Osmund'’s.
Account No. 41164015.
Sort Code 40-34-18.
Make Your Giving Go Further with
Gift Aid! Did you know that if you're « UK
taxpayer, your donations to the parish can go
even further at no extra cost to you? With Gift
Azid, the government adds 25% to your gift,
belping us support our church, ministries, and
community projects even more!
Sign up today by contacting your local parish
Gift Aid Organiser or visit bttps://
forms.office.com/e/BrxQT Pnnza?
origin=lprLink
Together; we can strengthen our parish and
continue our mission to serve God and our
community. Thank you for your generosity!
Safeguarding
The Parish operates in accordance with
Statutory Safeguarding Guidance and
Catholic Safeguarding Standards Agency
(CSSA) and Diocese’s policies and
procedures at all times. Details of our
Parish Safeguarding Representative can be
found on the notice board in the porch
and the Parish Centre, or alternatively the
Diocesan Safeguarding Team can be
contacted on 0I9QT 2433305 oOr
at safeguarding@diocesehn.org.uk
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June: Dedicated to the Sacred Heart

Sts Peter and Paul

I have fought the good fight, I bave finished the race, I have
kept the faith. Henceforth there is laid up for me the crown of
righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, will award to me on
that day, and not only to me, but also to all who have loved bis

appearing.

St Osmund’s will be open for Parish Mass each
Tuesdays at 10.00am.

Sunday 28th June
Saturday 4th July 6.30pm
Sunday 12th July 9.30am

Saturday 18th July 6.30pm

Children’s Liturgy
There will be a Children’s Liturgy on
Sunday 28th June

Peace for the people of Ukraine
We continue to pray earnestly for peace in Ukraine, joining our prayers
to Our Lady’s Immaculate Heart — may ber prayers bring a swift end to
the conflict, and consolation to the bereaved and to the many thousands

of refugees.

Diocesan Pastoral Strategy

Thank you to everybody who contributed to the Diocesan
Pastoral Strategy. The next steps for reflection at the
partnership level, have begun to take place. The parish
response to the strategy can be found on the parish website
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Sts Peter and Paul
First reading Acts 12:1-11

‘Now I am sure that the Lord has rescued me from
the hand of Herod.’

In those days: Herod the king laid violent hands on
some who belonged to the church. He killed James the
brother of John with the sword, and when he saw that it
pleased the Jews, he proceeded to arrest Peter also. This
was during the days of Unleavened Bread. And when he
had seized him, he put him in prison, delivering him
over to four squads of soldiers to guard him, intending
after the Passover to bring him out to the people. So
Peter was kept in prison, but earnest prayer for him was
made to God by the church.

Now when Herod was about to bring him out, on that
very night, Peter was sleeping between two soldiers,
bound with two chains, and sentries before the door
were guarding the prison. And behold, an angel of the
Lord stood next to him, and a light shone in the cell. He
struck Peter on the side and woke him, saying, ‘Get up
quickly’ And the chains fell off his hands. And the angel
said to him, ‘Dress yourself and put on your sandals.’
And he did so. And he said to him, “Wrap your cloak
round you and follow me.” And he went out and followed
him. He did not know that what was being done by the
angel was real, but thought he was seeing a vision. When
they had passed the first and the second guard, they
came to the iron gate leading into the city. It opened for
them of its own accord, and they went out and went
along one street, and immediately the angel left him.
When Peter came to himself, he said, ‘Now I am sure
that the Lord has sent his angel and rescued me from
the hand of Herod and from all that the Jewish people
were expecting.’

Responsorial Psalm 34(33):2 - 9 RS

From all my terrors the Lord set me free.
I will bless the Lord at all times,

praise of him is always in my mouth.

In the Lord my soul shall make its boast;

the humble shall hear and be glad.

Glorify the Lord with me;

together let us praise his name.

I sought the Lord, and he answered me;
from all my terrors he set me free.

Look towards him and be radiant;

let your faces not be abashed.

This lowly one called; the Lord heard,
and rescued him from all his distress.

The angel of the Lord is encamped

around those who fear him, to rescue them.
Taste and see that the Lord is good.
Blessed the man who seeks refuge in him.

Second reading 2 Timothy 4:6-8, 17-18

‘There is laid up for me the crown of righteousness.’
Beloved: I am already being poured out as a drink
offering, and the time of my departure has come. I have
fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have
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kept the faith. Henceforth there is laid up for me the
crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous
judge, will award to me on that day, and not only to me,
but also to all who have loved his appearing.

The Lord stood by me and strengthened me, so that
through me the message might be fully proclaimed and
all the Gentiles might hear it. So I was rescued from the
lion’s mouth. The Lord will rescue me from every evil
deed and bring me safely into his heavenly kingdom. To
him be the glory for ever and ever. Amen.

Gospel Acclamation Matthew 16:18

Alleluia, alleluia. You are Peter, and on this rock I
will build my Church, and the gates of hell shall not
prevail against it. Alleluia.

Gospel Matthew 16: 13-19

‘You are Peter, and I will give you the keys of the
kingdom of heaven.’

At that time: When Jesus came into the district of
Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do
people say that the Son of Man is?’” And they said, ‘Some
say John the Baptist, others say Elijah, and others
Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” He said to them, ‘But
who do you say that I am?’ Simon Peter replied, “You are
the Christ, the Son of the living God.” And Jesus
answered him, ‘Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah! For
flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my
Father who is in heaven. And I tell you, you are Peter,
and on this rock I will build my Church, and the gates of
hell shall not prevail against it. I will give you the keys of
the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth
shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on
earth shall be loosed in heaven.’

Copyright: The readings are from the Jerusalem Bible published
by Darton, Longman & Todd, Ltd 2019

Feast days this week

Tuesday 30th June: They First Martyrs of the See
of Rome

Wednesday 1st July: St Oliver Plunket

Friday July 3rd: St Thomas

Saturday 4th June: St Elizabeth of Portugal, St
Pier Giorgio Frassati

The Cycle of Prayer
Those Who Suffer Persecution, Oppression
and Denial of Human Rights
Background
The intention is inspired by the Feast of St John
Fisher and St Thomas More (22 June).
Prayer
O God, who in your inscrutable providence will that the
Church be united to the sufferings of your Son,
grant, we pray, to your faithful who suffer for your name’s
sake a spirit of patience and charity,
that they may be found true and faithful witnesses

to the promises you have made.
Roman Missal



Sts Peter and Paul 28th June
Singled out for service

What singled Peter out from the other disciples was his God-given insight into the identity of Jesus. It was
because of bis unique insight that Jesus gives Peter a unique role among his followers. He is to be the rock,
the firm foundation, on which Jesus will buzld bis church. It is an extraordinarily significant role for Jesus
to give to any of bis disciples. Peter’s role is further spelt out by Fesus giving him the keys of the kingdom of
heaven. The image of the keys suggests authority. The nature of that authority is expressed in terms of
binding and loosing. This is probably a reference to a teaching authority. Peter is being entrusted with the
task of authoritatively interpreting the teaching of fesus for other members of the church. Yet, this same
Peter would try to deflect Jesus from taking the way of the cross, and when Fesus did take that way, Peter
would deny any association with bim. Jesus is portrayed by Matthew’s gospel as giving a significant role to
someone who remains very flawed.

If the gospel associates teaching with Peter, the 2nd Reading associates preaching with Paul. In that
reading Paul refers to the Lord who “gave me power, so that through me the whole message might be
preached for all the pagans to hear.” Paul was the great preacher of the gospel to the pagans throughout the
Roman Empire. He preached it for the last time further west, in the city of Rome, where, like Peter; he was
martyred for bis faith in Christ. The extract from bis second letter to Timothy that is our 2nd Reading
today may well have been written from his Roman imprisonment. It is a very stirring text, “I have fought
the good fight to the end; I have run the race to the finish; I have kept the faith.” The image of the fight and
the race suggest that “keeping the faith” was a struggle for Paul; it did not come easy to him, just as keeping
the faith did not come easy to Peter either.

Keeping the faith does not always come easy to any of us. Paul’s letters show that he was very aware that
keeping the faith was not due primarily to his own efforts; it was the Lord who enabled him to keep the
faith. As be says in today’s 2nd Reading, “the Lord stood by me and gave me power.” It is the Lord who
empowers all of us to keep the faith; bis faithfulness to us enables us to be faithful to him; bis faithful love
encourages us to keep returning to him even after failure. The faithful witness of Peter and Paul speak to us
ultimately of the Lords faithfulness to us all. The best way to honour their memory is to treasure the faith

that they taught, and pass it on as best we can to others. associationofcatholicpriests.ie
Diocesan Pilgrimage to Rome and Assisi SVP Camp — Holy Island
Led by Bishop Stephen Calling all young adults 18+. Do you have a week to spare
22nd - 29th October 2027 to spend on Lindisfarne this Summer helping out at the
£1725 per person Holy Island SVP Camp? Volunteers are needed to work

alongside the children who stay in the SVP purpose-
built centre on the island. Weeks, 3, 5 and 6 of the
Summer have 60 children ready to have a great time
rock pooling, walking, arts and crafting and enjoying
outdoor activities but we need more helpers to ensure
they have the best time!
Week 3 Sat 1st August - 8th August
*  Week 5 Sat 15th August - 22nd August
*  Week 6 Sat 22nd - 29th August
If you are interested have a look at the website https://

svp.org.uk/microsite/ozanam-camp or email Barbara
Taws barbarat@svp.org.uk

Places are limited to 50 pilgrims and places are allocated
on a first come first served basis with payment of the
deposit securing your place.

The itinerary and booking details can be found on the
diocesan website (www.diocesehn.org.uk ) or
alternatively via the parish office.
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Sts Peter and Paul 28th June
Ss. Peter and Paul — Martyrdom and Resting Places

Each year we celebrate this great feast of those two greatest apostles. We know many details of their lives,
especially from their own writings in the New Testament, as well as the Acts of the Apostles, but in both
cases these accounts go silent before they actually died. We know that both were in Rome at this point, Acts
concludes by speaking of S. Paul’s arrival in the city — he had been accused in Jerusalem and arrested, but as a
Roman citizen, was able to appeal to the Emperor. He made the journey the Rome in order to be put on trial.
S. Peter is more circumspect; however, he concludes his first epistle speaking of being ‘at Babylon’ (1 Peter
5:13), which would have been recognised as a coded reference to Rome.

There positions in Rome would have been different, S. Peter working as head of the local church (just as Pope
Leo today is Bishop of the Diocese of Rome), but probably having to do so somewhat undercover. S. Paul was
already in state custody, but had a measure of freedom meaning that he was ‘preaching the kingdom of God
and teaching about the Lord Jesus Christ quite openly and unhindered.” (Acts 28:31) Without doubt that
preaching Christ was the highest concern of both of them, as it had been since Pentecost (for S. Peter) and
since his conversion (for S. Paul).

Tradition relates that they were both martyred. Following the great fire of Rome in 64, Nero placed the
blame on the new and little understood Christian community, launching a great persecution. It was around
this time that both Apostles were killed. Tradition relates that S. Peter was crucified upside down on the spot
where the obelisk now stands in S. Peter’s Square. He was buried near-by, over the following years members of
the Church would visit his grave in secret preserving the memory of it. Following the legalisation of the
Church under Constantine, S. Peter’s Basilica was built there, with the altar over his burial spot — we reflected
a little on the current church building earlier this year.

S. Paul was killed around the same time, some traditions say on the very same day. Later in the first century, S.
Clement I (the fourth Pope) wrote that he “had borne his testimony before the rulers” — that testimony or
witness was a term used to refer to martyrdom. As he was a Roman citizen he couldn’t be crucified, and it is
widely believed that he was beheaded.

As with S. Peter, his burial site became a place of prayer and visits allowing Constantine to build a church
there too. This was rapidly replaced with a larger church, notably larger than S. Peter’s was at the time. There
was a monastery attached to it, and over time the monks took over the running of the church — a role which
they continue to this day. Given its location, it is known as S. Paul Outside the Walls.

From the late sixth century, Anglo-Saxon kings sent donations to help to pay for the upkeep of the Apostles’
tombs, and by the late middle ages the English king was formally recognised as the protector of S. Paul
Outside the Walls. Though inevitably lost at the Reformation, this link was revived with King Charles being
installed as ‘Royal Confrater’ during his visit to Rome last year.

The church suffered a severe fire in 1823, meaning that the current building is surprisingly modern. But the
link right back to S. Paul remains, his tomb in inside and was identified in 2006, with dating confirming in
2009.

These two Apostles lived long ago, but their work still continues to inspire us. But not merely as a matter of
memory, they are a truly living part of Communion of Saints, and we celebrate our closeness to them even
today. — Fr. Thomas.

Second Collection — there will be second collection today for the Peter’s Pence (which support the
work of the papacy and papal charities), this remains open next week.
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