Readings and Reflection
First reading Isaiah 45:1, 4-6

‘I have grasped the right hand of Cyrus to subdue
nations before him.’

Thus says the Lord to his anointed, to Cyrus, whose
right hand I have grasped, to subdue nations before him
and to loose the belts of kings, to open doors before him
that gates may not be closed:

‘For the sake of my servant Jacob, and Israel my chosen,
I call you by your name, I name you, though you do not
know me.

I am the Lord, and there is no other, besides me there is
no God;

I equip you, though you do not know me, that people
may know, from the rising of the sun and from the west,
that there is none besides me;

I am the Lord, and there is no other’

Responsorial Psalm 96(95): 1, 3-5,7-10. R7

Ascribe to the Lord glory and power.
O sing a new song to the Lord;

sing to the Lord, all the earth.

Tell among the nations his glory,

and his wonders among all the peoples.

For the Lord is great and highly to be praised,
to be feared above all gods.

For the gods of the nations are naught.

It was the Lord who made the heavens.

Ascribe to the Lord, you families of peoples,
ascribe to the Lord glory and power;

ascribe to the Lord the glory of his name.
Bring an offering and enter his courts.

Worship the Lord in holy splendour.
O tremble before him, all the earth.
Say to the nations, “The Lord is king.’
He will judge the peoples in fairness.

Second reading 1 Thessalonians 1: 1-5

‘Remembering your faith, love and hope.’

Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, to the church of the
Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord Jesus
Christ: grace to you and peace.

We give thanks to God always for all of you, constantly
mentioning you in our prayers, remembering before our
God and Father your work of faith and labour of love
and steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. For
we know, brothers and sisters loved by God, that he has
chosen you, because our gospel came to you not only in
word, but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with
full conviction.

Gospel Acclamation Philipians 2: 15,16

Alleluia, alleluia.

Shine as lights in the world,
holding fast to the word of life.
Alleluia.
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Gospel Matthew 22: 15-21

‘Render to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s,
and to God the things that are God’s.’

At that time: The Pharisees went and plotted how to
entangle Jesus in his words. And they sent their disciples
to him, along with the Herodians, saying, “Teacher, we
know that you are true and teach the way of God
truthfully, and you do not care about anyone’s opinion,
for you are not swayed by appearances. Tell us, then,
what you think. Is it lawful to pay taxes to Caesar, or
not?’ But Jesus, aware of their malice, said, “Why put me
to the test, you hypocrites? Show me the coin for the
tax.” And they brought him a denarius. And Jesus said to
them, “‘Whose likeness and inscription is this?” They
said, ‘Caesar’s.” Then he said to them, “Therefore render
to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s, and to God the

things that are God’s.’
Copyright: The readings are from the Jerusalem Bible published
by Darton, Longman & Todd, Ltd 2019

Feast days this week

Monday 19th October: St John de Brébeuf, Isaac
Jogues and their Companions

Thursday 22nd: St John Paul II

Friday 23rd October: St John of Capistrano
Saturday 24th October: St Anthony Mary Claret

The Cycle of Prayer

The Spread of the Gospel

especially on Evangelii Gaudium Day: 3rd Sunday in
September & World Mission Day: the penultimate
Sunday in October

Background

World Mission Day is on the penultimate Sunday in
October. A Mass 'for the Spread of the Gospel' may be
celebrated on this Sunday. Each year the Holy Father
writes a message for World Mission day. In England and
‘Wales material is produced for parishes by the Pontifical
Mission Societies. There may be a collection for their
work on this day.

Prayer
O God, whose will it is that all should be saved
and come to the knowledge of the truth,
look upon your abundant harvest
and be pleased to send workers to gather it,

that the Gospel may be preached to all creation
and that your people, gathered by the word of life

and sustained by the power of the Sacraments,

may advance in the path of salvation and love.
Roman Missal



Readings and Reflection
Rendering to Caesar

No sooner bad the Berlin Wall fallen, marking the end
of the Cold War; than another ominous divide in our
world made its appearance. This new division is
between the Muslim world and what was once the
Christian West. The Muslim world has experienced
an extraordinary growth in fundamentalism. Many
countries there have imposed or are seeking to impose
the law of the Koran as the law of the state. Algeria in
North Africa, just off the southern tip of Europe, is
presently the scene of a murderous East-West conflict.
Some European countries feel threatened, particularly
France, with its large Muslim population and close
bistorical ties with Algeria. Muslims demands that
their schoolgirls be allowed to wear the veil in French
public schools. Strange how people so often adopt the
attitudes and strategies of their adversaries. Muslim
fundamentalism in Arab countries has been matched
by a noticeable “move to the right” in western
countries. Now even the more moderate mainstream
parties are calling for tighter immigration laws. The
signs for the future are ominous, to say the least.

The clash between religion and the secular state is not
new. The story of the Christian West is largely a
history of this conflict. For the first few centuries of its
existence, Christianity was fiercely persecuted by the
state, leaving in its wake, a bloody trail of martyrs.
Al that changed with the conversion of the emperor
Constantine. Soon Christianity became the state
religion. Now the boot was on the other foot. The high
point of the power of religion came at Canossa in the
high Middle Ages when an excommunicated emperor
knelt in the snow and bumbly submitted to a pope to
regain his imperial crown. In the Caesar-God contest,
that round went decidedly to God. Al throughout the
M:ddle Ages the church extended its sphere of
influence into the secular domain. With the break-up
of Christianity in the sixteenth century the process
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began to reverse. The French Revolution marked a
decisive turning point in favour of the state. Napoleon
made the point dramatically, when be took the
imperial crown from the pope and placed it himself on
bis own bead. Ever since the state bas been clawing
back the ground once claimed by the church. And the
church has ceded its former influence reluctantly. The
boot has changed feet once more.

Today’s gospel, with its famous “Render to Caesar the
things that are Caesar’ and to God the things that are
God’s” bas a particular topicality in our world. While
the principle is clear and unambiguous, its application
in particular circumstances is quite another matter.
The Catholic Church Catechism points out three
circumstances where citizens are obliged in conscience
to refuse obedience to the civil authorities. They are
when the laws are “contrary to the moral order; to the
[fundamental rights of persons and to the teachings of
the gospel.” The principle is clear. Howewver, its
application may not be so simple when there is an

apparent clash of rights.

The complexity of these issues may render them
unsuztable topics for the pulpit. What the preacher
can and must do, is advise believers on the obligation
of Christian bebhaviour in all circumstances. No
matter how deeply they hold their convictions or how
warmly they espouse their causes, they must never
resort to violence. And that includes intimidation in
all its forms. Muscular crusades, whether modern or
medieval, cause irreparable barm. The end never
Justifies the means. We live, in a world of pluralism.
There are others whose principles and beliefs differ
radically from ours. The state must also take
cognisance of them. Our only resort is persuasion.
Persuasion is always a gentle art. We best persuade by
living our Christian lives to the full, remembering
always that “the anger of man works not the justice of
God.” (Liam Swords) associationofcatholicpriests.ie



